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Feeding Families and Fueling Hope in Broomfield County



The past year was a whirlwind of activity, as FISH took steps to become a true Family Resource Center.  While our longstanding roots in Broomfield 
are as a food bank, we strive to do more than end hunger. Our goal is to help families thrive!  We seek to provide a warm, welcoming space where 
neighbors can support each other and connect to resources. One of the things that makes FISH so unique is our caring community environment 
at 6 Garden Center.  We cultivate a sense of family among staff, volunteers, participants and donors, and at least once a week we hear someone 
comment, “This place is so special!”

What does it mean to be a true Family Resource Center? Essentially it means looking at whole families, building on indidivuals’ strengths, and walking 
with people on their path to wellness and self-sufficiency. The need for services continues to grow, and in 2019, FISH served nearly 7,100 unduplicated 
residents, which is 10% of Broomfield’s population. This may seem surprising, but not when you consider the skyrocketing costs of housing, health 
care and child care. We have found that people who visit FISH often spend as much as 70% of their income on housing, which leaves little for other 
expenses.  One crisis- a car repair, a trip to urgent care, a job layoff- can be crippling for a family.

To meet the growing need, FISH has formed more than 30+ partnerships with other organizations and serves as a central hub to connect people 
to the appropriate community resources. We also offer emergency financial assistance to help with rent, utilities, transportation and other expenses.  
New in 2019, we received a generous grant from the Colorado Health Foundation to address the housing crisis. We created a pilot program called 
“Keeping Families Housed” and have added staff whose goal is specifically to help stabilize families and prevent homelessness.

Anyone can fall on hard times and need help. For example, this past year we helped “Amy.”  
She and her family had a medical bill that forced them into a difficult situation. They had 
both been working to provide for their four children, who are all under the age of 10. When 
Amy’s husband had an injury and needed surgery, he was put on short-term disability. This 
left the family with just one income. They learned about FISH and were able to get food and 
emergency financial assistance to help with housing.  Amy says “My life has changed since 
coming to FISH, just in knowing that there is help out there, knowing that as a community we 
are responsible for other people, not just ourselves.”

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts,  
Elisa Beerbohm, BOARD CHAIR AND Dayna Scott, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
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of every dollar in 2019 went directly  
to benefit neighbors in need! 92¢

Data taken from FISH’s audited 2017 financial statements.
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BEYOND THE KITCHEN TABLE 

EXPANDING PARTNERSHIPS  
FISH partners with more than 30 
community organizations to ensure 
that we are a single, friendly point of 
contact to help neighbors in need. Six 
of these partners share space at FISH 
to make referrals to resources more 
accessible. Major partners include:
• Broomfield Early Childhood Council
• Broomfield Housing Opportunity 

Coalition
• Energy Outreach Colorado
• Center for People with Disabilities
• Mental Health Partners
• Safehouse
• Justice and Mercy Legal Aid Clinic
• A Precious Child
• Coal Creek Adult Education 

PROMOTING COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
FISH had 900+ volunteers who 
donated more than 22,000 
hours of time last year!  Regular 
volunteers come to FISH weekly, but 
businesses, civic groups, families, 
scout troops, and school groups also 
support FISH through food drives, 
holiday kits, fundraising events, and 
educational activities.  As neighbors 
helping neighbors, we believe in 
working with those in need, not for 
them.  FISH encourages participant 
voice throughout all of our operations. 

STABILIZING FAMILIES
FISH’s goal is to help families 
thrive.  Our staff offer one-on-one 
support and encourage goal-setting 
through our family development 
program.  Since housing is often 
the most critical need, FISH created 
the “Keeping Families Housed” 
program with dedicated staff who 
help families find and keep stable 
housing.  In 2019, FISH helped 109 
families with housing support.

IMPROVING FOOD &  
FINANCIAL SECURITY
FISH works closely with the City 
and County of Broomfield and other 
organizations to reduce hunger. 
In our space at 6 Garden Center, 
people can shop twice a month or 
more often as needed and can select 
the food they know they will eat.  
This promotes dignity and respect, 
and also reduces waste.  People are 
able to use the money they save on 
groceries to pay for rent, utilities and 
other basic needs.

As the only Food Bank and Family Resource Center in Broomfield, FISH focuses on whole-family, two-generational 
health and well-being. In 2019, FISH distributed nearly 1.1 million pounds of food, while at the same time supporting 
people on a pathway to self-sufficiency. Ending hunger is critical, but equally important is what happens beyond the 
kitchen table. More than half of the people we serve are children, seniors on a fixed income, and those with a disability.  
FISH connects people to workforce trainings, budget management support, health care options, housing support, 
veterans’ resources, early childhood care options, and other vital services.  

HOW WE DO THIS:



TRENDS AT BROOMFIELD FISH
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With Broomfield FISH serving 10% of our community’s population, 
the common question is, “Why is there so much need? 
Unemployment is low and the economy seems to be doing well.”  
What we see are stagnant wages and skyrocketing living expenses. 
It is difficult for people working low wage jobs to make ends 
meet.  Broomfield residents struggle to find housing options within 
their budget, often live 2 or 3 families under one roof, and survive 
paycheck to paycheck. If their rents increase—and some have gone 
up by $300 per month—they face eviction and homelessness.  

For those who are not living with multiple families under one roof, 
our data shows that they pay between 50% and 70% of their 
total income on housing costs!  FISH has joined forces with the 
Broomfield Housing Opportunity Coalition (BHOC) to address this 
critical issue. BHOC’s mission is to build partnerships, inspire policy 
dialogue outcomes, and find solutions to create a diverse spectrum 
of housing opportunities for all residents.  

THE GROWING NEED FOR FISH SERVICES

        “Rowena” was 66 years old,  
on disability, and taking care of her 
two young grandchildren.  She had 
been struggling for more than a year 
and finally ran out of things she could 
sell to make extra money.  When it 
came down to paying rent or buying 
groceries for the family, she heard 
about FISH.  She says ‘FISH is one of 
the finest, most caring organizations  
I have ever seen.  They give you help 
and hope for tomorrow!’ 

A WELL-STOCKED MARKETPLACE
Where do we get the food to feed FISH families? More than 95 percent of all the 
food we distribute is donated! About 1/3 comes from local grocery stores and 
restaurants, 1/3 comes from individuals and businesses, and 1/3 comes from 
our Feeding America partner organization, Community Food Share.  Food drives 
and the Adopt-A-Shelf program have become a tremendous resource for keeping 
the market full of healthy food options. Schools, churches, businesses, and civic 
groups all contribute. Special recognition goes to Broomfield High School for 
collecting 17,800 pounds of food in 2019! Also, “Love Your Neighbor” drives in 
February and March and the annual “Stamp Out Hunger”drive with the postal 
service in May helped keep the marketplace well-stocked.

FULL-TIME 
WORKERS 
MUST EARN

$29/
HOUR

INDUSTRIES

UNIT SHORTAGE

LISTED 
HOMES 
AFFORDABLE

Only two of Broomfield’s top five 
industries have average wages 
high enough to afford a home at the 
median sale price.

There is a shortage of nearly 
1,300 units for renters earning less 
than $20,000 per year.

Broomfield Housing Needs Study, April 17, 2018.

Only 7% of all homes listed or sold 
in Broomfield in 2016/2017 were 
affordable for households earning 
less than $75,000 per year. 

To afford renting a 2-bedroom 
apartment in Broomfield, full-time 
workers must earn $29/hour 
(more than twice the minimum wage).

NEARLY
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FISH is fortunate to have widespread support from our generous community!
Special thanks to everyone who contributed their time, talents and resources to 

FISH this past year. We also would like to acknowledge the following large donors:

3W Races Thanksgiving  
5K turkey trot
W 12th Ave Court Group
Adams 12 Five Star Schools
Advanced Medical Personal Services
AHA! Labs Inc.
Janan Alford
Jen Allen - Aim Realty
Marsha Allen
Altiva

Stacey Alyk
Fred and Kathy Ambrusch
Kathleen and Richard Anderson
Anthem Highlands Neighborhood
Anthem Ranch Neighborhood
Anthem Ranch Water Babes

Appletree Christian Pre School
Ardent Mills
Aspen Creek K-8 School
Aspen Creek Neighborhood
Michael and Jamie Austin
The Bale Family
Ball Metalpack
Barbara Moore
Doug and Beth Barr
Mary and Robert Bastasch
Stephen Beal
Cindy Bear
Anathea Becker
John Beirise
Lucia Berte and Stephen Fisher
Gordon Biersch
Birch Elementary School
Blue Federal Credit Union Foundation
BOK Financial
Donald and Sallie Bolich
Ed and Joanne Bond
The Bourne Family
Boy Scout Troop #766
Sharyn Breslin - Elevate Real Estate
Daniel Broader
Courtney Brooks
City and County of Broomfield
Broomfield Community Foundation

Broomfield Enterprise
Broomfield Evening Rotary
Broomfield Family Practice
Broomfield Health & Human Services
Broomfield Heights Middle School
Broomfield High School
Broomfield Library
Broomfield Lions Club
Broomfield Moms Volunteer Group
Broomfield Recreation Services
Broomfield Republican Women
Broomfield Symphony Orchestra
Broomfield United Church of Christ
Broomfield United Methodist Church
BUMC Homebuilders
BUMC Wednesday Morning Men’s 
Bible Study
Brothers Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Edward Brownlee
Williams Bruce
John Brunetti and The Gravity Company
Dianne Buchholz
Cynthia Burchell
Elaine Butler
Tom and Boni Callaway
Caplan and Ernest LLC
Carefree of Colorado
Jennifer Cash
George Cavanaugh



Century Chevrolet
Century Link Employee Giving
Leon Cerna
Chick-fil-A 104th & Federal
Anne Christen
Christian Church of Broomfield
Church of Jesus Christ of  
Latter-Day Saints
Church of the Beloved
Mary Cirbo
Citywide Banks
Terry and Nicolette Clark
The Clifford Family
Pam Cobb
Code Blue Computing
Coet 2 CPAs
Dennis and Julie Collins
Colorado Allergy and Asthma
Colorado Camaro Club
The Colorado Health Foundation
Community First Foundation
Conscious Alliance
Andy and Carrie Cooper
Courtesy Ford

Coyote Ridge Elementary School
CraftWorks Restaurants & Breweries
Credit Union of Colorado Foundation
Rachel Crites
Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
Cub Scouts Packs of Broomfield
Curves of North Broomfield
Geoff and Lee Dabberdt
The Daniels Fund
Greg and Peggy Danielson
Davidson Family Foundation
The Davies Clan
Carol Day
Linda Deland - Re/Max Momentum
Discovery Church
Jeff Ditges - Source Communication
Jim Doubleday
Kimberly Dunn
Eagle Trace Ladies Awful Golf League
El Pomar Foundation
Isaac Elliott
Empire Electric

 

Energy Outreach Colorado
Enertia Consulting Group
Epsilon Conversant
The Ertl Family
Dr. Julie Eschenbrenner and Flatirons 
Audiology, Inc
Farmers Market at Holy Comforter
Fidelity Investments
Fine Tuned Auto
Kenneth Fitch
Flourishers
Joe and Ann Foley
Friday Morning Fab Five
Friends of FISH
Katherine Fritch
Jason Fritz

Front Range Barracuda Swim Club
Jane and Keith Garmyn
Girl Scout Troops of Broomfield
Kerry Glenn- Northglenn High School
Go with the Flow Group
Good News Community Church
Max Goodwin
Christoph and Tatiana Goss
Chyla Graham
Jennifer Gray
Katharine Gray
Matthew Gray
Dennis Griess
Robert and Jean Gryzmala
Mary Hall
Thomas Halloran
Greg and Debbie Hammons
Jennifer Hart
Have a Heart Shelf



Joseph Hayes
Ola Hays
Allison Headrick
Gary and Dianne Henry
Laurie Heredia - Elevate Real Estate
Patricia Hickey
High 5 Plumbing
Highway Community Church
Hillcrest Elementary School
Grayson and Claire Hofferber
Holbrook Family
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Holy Family School
Hops N Drops
Marilyn Rae Horst Estate
Max Howard
Bob Hoyle
David Huff
Hulquest Family
Joe Hunter
Hunter Douglas Window Fashions
Mercedes Huynh
Infinitus Pie (IPIE)
Interstate Ford
Ron Ivanov
Jacks Stands
Jefferson Academy
Audrey and Paul Johnson
Diane and Wayne Johnson
Maura Johnson
Jeff and Kim Jones
Emily and Andrew Joo
Bob and Mary Juszynski
Timothy and Jan Kardatzke
Betty and Bert Kassel
Keller Williams
Eric Kenealy

Linda Kent
Keystone Place at Legacy Ridge
Alice Kidney
Gary and Bonnie Koerber
Kohl Elementary
Trudy Kondrath
Robin Korac
Sara Koster
Mary and Joe Kovach
Kroger Stores/ King Soopers
Juliann and Michael Kuhn
Debbie Kullby
The Kusel Family
Lakin Family Foundation
The Lampo Family
Lampo Realty
Vicki Larson
Jennifer Laszlo
Susan and Jeffrey Laughlin
Legacy Electric
Legacy High School
Barbara Leggate
Lindeman Chiropractic PC
Lions Club of Broomfield



Chantel Long
John and Jill Long
John Lowe
Hal and Glee Lunka
Lutheran Church of Hope
Macpac
Dr. William and Jean Markel
Jerry and Kay Martin
Jim and Kathy Martin
Marion M. Mazzola
John McGoogan
Anne McKellar
Keith McLemore
Cheryl McMath and Matthew Weadley
Judith and William McNary
Scott and Debbie McReynolds
Clelia McVay
Jill and Evan Mecham

Meena’s Restuarant and Events
Merrion, O’Donnell & Kloppel Families
Metro Brokers - Team Lassen
Charles Metzler
Mile High Transportation
Mile High United Way
Millennial Wealth Management
David Molina
Monday BSTC Women’s Tennis
Morton’s Organic Orchards
Mindspark Learning
Mountain Aerospace Inc.
Mountain High Appliances
Mountain View Elementary School
Bob Morrison and Downing Street 
Wealth Management
Deborah and Richard Mowery-Evans
Nativity Faith & Reason School

Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church
Natural Family Health Care
Marlin Nebergall & Elmore Hubenthal
David and Shari Nelson
Network Global Logistics
New Direction Camping Group
Novartis
Nowak Family
Laura and Pat O’Kelly
John and Deborah O’Toole
Omni Hotel and Resorts
Onward! A Legacy Foundation
Orangetheory Fitness Broomfield
Tom and Heather Ottem
Charles Ozaki
Pallas Family
Mandie and Vinney Pallone
Pallone Sells Homes
Palmer Family
Dan Park

Parker Personal Care Homes
F Shawn Pastorius
PEO Chapters FO, HG & IO
Perforce
Sherrie Peterson
Lynn Pigott
Gerri Pigott
Chris Pilarski - A Cut Above Uniforms
Robert R Platzer
Monica Poglagen
Potter Family
Powell Family
Rodney and Myrna Prentice
Presbyterian Church of Broomfield
Tom and Lisa Price
Denise Price
Leah and Darrell Quam
The Edmond and Eleanor  
Quick Foundation Inc.
Race4kids



Julie Raney - New Leaf  
Hearing Clinic Inc.
Rattlers Lacrosse
Craig Reed
Doug and Tina Reeves
Dr. Donald Reimer
RES Americas
Reynolds Family
Greg Richards
Risen Savior Lutheran Church
Chris and Jen Rising
Amy Ritger
Thomas Rivenburgh
Melodee Rodriguez
Mary Rosendahl
Rotary Club of Broomfield Crossing
Shirley and Ron Rotert
Marie and John Rowe
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish
Carrie Hartley Sanders
Sandoz/Novartis
Gerald and Ann Saul
Scaled Agile
Schaffer Family
Lance Schiola
Schmuck Family
School of Rock
Scootsbacks Square Dance Club
Dayna and Ken Scott
Marian Seder
April Servold Family

David Shomler
Skyestone Community
Skyline Kiwanis
SilTerhar Motors
Bill Smith
simPRO Software
Pat and Judy Sorenson
Spenga Broomfield
Scott Spuler
Standley Shores Dental Group
Kevin Standbridge
Karen and Todd Steele
Joan Steele
Stonehocker Family Foundation
Stone-Majetic Family
Fred and Cindy Stricker
Sturgeon Electric Company  
MYR Group
James Sumerfield
Sunflower Bank
Christina Surprenant - Remax
Swinerton
Robert Szydlowski
Tahosa Lodge 383
Ryan and Jennifer Tallman
Tiepel Family
Tina Thomas
Dennis Thompson
Ellen Thorp
Thornton Middle School
Thunder Vista Middle School

TJ Maxx Corporation
Stephanie Tojes
Transportation Services inc.
TSYS Settlement
Jeff and Laura Turnbull
Tweten Family
Unavco
UC Health Broomfield Hospital
Unique Ladies of Broomfield
United Church of Broomfield
Michael Usrey
Katherine and Ben Vagher
Vanguard
Victory Church
Vista Management Associates, Inc
Thomas Vondra
Diane Wardlaw
Evelyn Walter

Webroot
Kimberly Weibert
Wells Fargo
Westlake Middle School
Westminster Calvary Church
Westwood Professional Services
Dan and Mary Jean Wilkie
Women’s Connection
Yes! Energy
Michael and Janice Young
Zou Yue
Gloria Zamora


